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Army National Guard, who was recently
named a recipient of the Roy Wilkins Renown
Service Award presented by the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored
People [NAACP] during its annual conference
in Charlotte, NC.

Colonel Thomas was cited by the NAACP
for his accomplishments in the military on be-
half of the African American community. Dur-
ing the past several years he has focused his
efforts on recognizing the contributions and
positive role of the African American soldier,
and providing young people with alternatives
to gang membership and violent behavior.

Colonel Thomas has developed a video and
teaching guide that traces the historical con-
tributions of the brave and determined African
American buffalo soldiers during the late
1800’s. Using the buffalo soldiers as a corner-
stone, he has founded a nonprofit corporation
in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area that is com-
mitted to assisting at-risk children in develop-
ing self-respect and social survival skills.

For the past 10 years, Colonel Thomas has
spent part of his vacation-time teaching pho-
tography and life-skills to inner-city, African
American teenagers. He has even met with
gang members to assist them in developing
positive self-images and respectful views of
other men and women.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I
rise today to recognize Lt. Col. Nathan Thom-
as. I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating him for his contributions, and in
wishing him success in all his future endeav-
ors.
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Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring your attention to the following tribute pre-
sented by United States Administrative Law
Judge John C. Holmes. Judge Holmes had
the honor of introducing United States Su-
preme Court Associate Justice John Paul Ste-
vens when Justice Stevens received an award
of merit from the Federal Administrative Law
Judge Conference on May 4, 1996.

I have found Judge Holmes’ remarks to be
a fitting tribute to the distinguished career and
character of Justice Stevens. It is, therefore,
with great honor that I present to you the fol-
lowing.

Born April 20, 1920 in Chicago, Illinois,
John Paul Stevens graduated from the Uni-
versity of Chicago, Phi Beta Kappa, majoring
in English Literature. After serving three
years with distinction in the U.S. Navy dur-
ing World War II, he received a law degree
from Northwestern University in 1947, magna
cum laude, where he was law review editor
and order of the coif. He not only graduated
first in his class, but received the highest
record of academic achievement in the
school’s history.

He first came to Washington and the Su-
preme Court in October, 1947 where he served
as clerk to Associate Justice Wiley Rutledge.

Returning to Chicago he joined the law
firm of Poppenhusen, Johnston, Thompson
and Raymond. Hired at the same time was
Ed Rothschild, who he hadn’t previously

met. Mr. Rothschild relates that the first
duty required was the burying of Mr.
Poppenhusen who died shortly after hiring
them both. The two shortly formed the firm
of Rothschild, Stevens, Barry and Myers.
Then attorney Stevens specialized in anti-
trust and appellate litigation, and had the
reputation of analyzing and articulating
complex problems in such a fine tuned man-
ner that the result would appear obvious.
Mr. Rothschild remembers the Justice as
fiercely competitive in all that he did, but
adds, ‘‘I still beat him at tennis.’’

Justice Stevens was appointed by Presi-
dent Nixon to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 7th Circuit on October 14, 1970. He was
appointed by President Ford as Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court and took office
on December 17, 1975. A prime sponsor was
then Attorney General Levi, also an alumnus
of the Chicago area, who described Judge
Steven’s 7th Circuit opinions as ‘‘gems of
perfection and a joy to read’’.

Prior to his appointment to the bench,
Justice Stevens served on numerous commit-
tees, for example as counsel to the House Ju-
diciary Committee, and as a member of the
Attorney General’s Committee to study the
Anti-Trust laws. He has served on the fac-
ulty at Northwestern and Chicago Law
Schools and lectured at Salsburg and New
York Un. Law Schools, authored numerous
articles and reviews and been an active
member of the American Bar Association,
Federal Bar Association, American Law In-
stitute and American Judicature Society.

Besides being an accomplished, competi-
tive tennis player, he is an excellent bridge
player, having acquired numerous Master
Points, an avid golfer and enjoys the oppor-
tunity to read and travel.

220 years ago, a great experiment was
launched in government from the Eastern
shores of this continent in what was other-
wise a vast undiscovered virgin land far re-
moved from the feuding and too often tyran-
nical governments of Europe. Our founding
fathers had the profound wisdom to combine
an idealistic notion that people could govern
themselves through their representatives
with the contrasting cynical observation
that human nature required that there be
checks and balances to prevent undue acqui-
sition of power in one individual or group.
And so after much debate they wrote a Con-
stitution that provided for the separation of
powers in three branches of government. It
was left to the third branch, the Judiciary,
to not only settle disputes between parties
but also to set the parameters and limita-
tions of the other two branches. At the pin-
nacle was established a Supreme Court of the
United States whose duty it became to inter-
pret the provisions of the Constitution and
their application to the ever changing nature
of society. The Constitution has served us
well; we need only to look at other failed
governments and governmental systems,
most recently communism, to appreciate the
benefits conferred and the freedom provided
under it. It has endured as the country has
fulfilled its manifest destiny, ended slavery,
fostered the industrial and now the tech-
nology revolutions, evolved from a rural to
an urban society and changed enormously in
many other ways. In order to preserve this
‘‘living’’ Constitution a sacred trust is con-
ferred by the today 250 million people of the
United States on only nine individuals who
have been elevated to the high calling of Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court. This sacred trust
does not demand that we agree with every
idea and interpretation uttered by any one
Justice, that would be impossible. But it
does require a consistent and conscientious
effort by each Justice to place the nation’s
interest as embodied in the Constitution
above all else.

Mr. Justice, you have faithfully fulfilled
that sacred trust in the finest manner. For
over 20 years now you have applied your wis-
dom, scholarship and especially integrity to
the process of determining and articulating
how the concepts as expressed in the Con-
stitution should be applied to the ever
changing conditions and circumstances of to-
day’s society while still preserving its essen-
tial meaning. You have always voted as you
believed was right for the country and not
necessarily what was currently fashionable.
Whether in the majority, in dissent or in
concurrence you have used that ability to ar-
ticulate complex problems into an easily un-
derstood and compelling opinion. You have
not only served the longest tenure other
then Justice Rehnquist on the current Court,
but have been the most prolific opinion writ-
er. You have demonstrated a pattern of inde-
pendent voting concerned more with clear
enunciation of believed principles rather
than compromise, an overriding belief that
the Constitution should be utilized to pro-
tect the rights of those who traditionally
have been powerless, and an unwillingness to
sacrifice constitutional values in the name
of administrative convenience. In this high-
est calling you have served in the highest
manner. Your work on the Court has earned
you a special place of honor along with the
likes of Holmes, Brandeis, Harlan, Frank-
furter, Black and others stretching back to
John Marshall.

We are in the same business, Mr. Justice.
We honor you tonight not only for your life-
time accomplishments but for your qualities
of wisdom, judicial demeanor, intelligence,
integrity and passion for justice that we all
aspire to. You are a model of what the citi-
zenry rightfully requires of the judiciary.
Importantly, by your acceptance of our
award, you honor us and the work we do as
independent administrative law judges. La-
dies and Gentlemen please welcome the 1996
Federal Administrative Law Judge Con-
ference honoree, United States Supreme
Court Associate Justice John Paul Stevens.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, a constituent
of mine, Paul Bennett of New Albany, IN, con-
tacted me in June on behalf of Robert Hus-
sein, Kuwaiti citizen who converted to Chris-
tianity.

I wrote to the Kuwaiti Ambassador, to ex-
press Mr. Bennett’s and my own concern for
Mr. Hussein’s safety, and in support of his
right to practice the religion of his choosing. In
his July 25 response, Ambassador Al-Sabah
informs me that the ‘‘Government of the State
of Kuwait has stated publicly that it will guar-
antee Mr. Hussein’s safety.’’

I would like to bring my correspondence
with Ambassador Al-Sabah on this matter to
the attention of my colleagues:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, DC, June 17, 1996.

His Excellency MOHAMMED SABAH AL-SALIM
AL-SABAH,

Ambassador, Embassy of the State of Kuwait,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR: I write with re-
spect to the civil court decision of May 29,
1996 and apostasy declaration against Ku-
waiti citizen Hussein Qambar (Robert Hus-
sein) and the judge’s statement that Mr.
Hussein ‘‘should be killed.’’
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